ii4 THE FOURTEENTH AND FIFTEENTH CENTURIES

baron attending all the markets and fairs of the neighbourhood,
and buying and selling corn and stock. He foresaw that land
would rise rather than fall in value, and bought back his freeholds,
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letting them on lease. His successors followed the same policy
and after 1385 extended it to the demesne. ' Then', says the
seventeenth-century chronicler of the Berkelcys, ' began the
times to alter, and hee with them (much occasioned by the
insurrection of Wai Tyler and generally of all the commons in
the land), and then instead of manuring his demesnes in each